SANDEBECK TO WEESATCHE

AUTHOR'S RESEARCH NOTES

This appendix contains information and notes about my research efforts in compiling information for this

book. The primary research for this book, which was performed from 1996 through mid-1999, was done

at the following places:

« Clayton Genealogical Library, Houston, Tx where | researched census records, tax records, voter
registration records, and ship manifests in the microfilm archives

« Family History Center in Clear Lake, Tx where | researched many German church records in the
microfilm archives of the Mormon Church

* Neshitt Library, Columbus, Tx where | researched records of the churches in Frelsburg and New Ulm in
their microfilm archives

« Two trips to Germany to visit the old hometowns of Gottfried Dohmann and his ancestors

| also obtained records from the US national archives and the Texas state archives as well as much infor-
mation from other researchers and family members. In addition to collecting and recording factual infor-
mation from these various sources, it was often necessary to perform some analysis of the factual
information. Some of these analytical processes and their results are presented in the notes contained in
this appendix.

Modern technology also played a great part in the research for this book. While there is only a very lim-
ited amount of original source material available on the Internet for genealogical research, there are
numerous indexes, bibliographies, and other forms of reference data which help to expedite the task of
determining what literature to actually research. In addition, the numerous mail lists, genealogical-ori-
ented web sites, and other such on-line resources make it possible to contact and share information with
other researchers around the world in a matter of minutes. This capability has been used extensively in thi
research efforts to collect and compile the information presented in this book.
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Chapter 1 Notes

{1} Locating the town where Werner F. Dohmann was born was quite a challenge. The only clue was a nota-
tion in Gladys Preiss Arnold’s book, “The Life of Ernestine Michling Keil Dohmann” which indicated
that Werner's older brother, August, was born in Lauderbeck, Germany. However, Gladys did not cite her
source for this information and | could not find any such town in Germany and certainly not in the West-
phalian region where it would seem likely that the children of Gottfried and Jenny Dohmann must have
been born. After some searching, | found a notation in the 1868 baptism record of August’'s daughter in
the church records of St. John Lutheran Church in New Ulm indicating that the bride’s father was from
Sanderbeck (sic). It is not uncommon to mistake an “S” in old German text for an “L” which would
account for the main difference between Sandebeck and Lauderbeck. Once | determined that the name of
the town was more likely “Sanderbeck” than “Lauderbeck”, | consulted a German map and discovered
that there is a town named Sandebeck very close to Driburg where Werner’s parents were married. With
renewed hope, | ordered the microfilms for the Catholic Church in Sandebeck from the LDS archives.
When | searched these films for the years of 1840-1850, | discovered the baptism records of Werner, his
older brother August, their sister Anna, and another previously unknown brother, Franz Clemens Diony-
sius, who was born in 1841 and died in 1843 at 1-1/2 years of age.

{2} There has been some discrepancy as to Werner's actual date of birth. Family lore indicates that he was
about 14 years of age when he enlisted in the CSA on 20 May 1862. His birth date is recorded as 13 Jun
1848 on his tombstone and a veteran’s stone added later to his gravesite shows it as 13 Jun 1847. However,
from the church records of St. Dionysius in Sandebeck, Germany, it is evident that he was actually born
on 13 Jun 1845. Therefore he was16 when he enlisted in the CSA, just one month shy of his 17th birthday.

It is very possible that even Werner was not certain about his exact date of birth and may have thought that
he was actually 14 when he enlisted in the CSA. It is apparent that his immediate family must have

thought that he was born in 1848 (in which case he would have been just one month shy of his 15th birth-
day when he enlisted) since that was the date that was engraved on his tombstone. It should be noted that
birthday celebrations, calendars in every room of the house, detailed family record-keeping, etc. were not
as important to early settlers in the US as they are to today’s generations and it is not at all unusual to
encounter discrepancies of several years between birth dates recorded in census records, tombstones, fam-
ily documents, etc. when compared to those recorded in church records shortly after the child’s birth.

{3} Anton Rinteln was undoubtedly a close friend of Gottfried and Jenny Dohmann. He was a godfather for
Werner F. Dohmann in Germany and later a godfather for Anton Edward Dohmann in Texas. Three of
Gottfried’s sons were also given the name of “Anton” as one of their names, undoubtedly being named
after Anton Rinteln. According to the 1860 Colorado County census, Gottfried and Jenny Dohmann and
their family were living with Anton Rinteln on the farm that he was managing near Frelsburg. Anton Rin-
teln was originally from Borgentreich where he lived at the time of Werner F. Dohmann’s baptism but
soon after, he moved to Sandebeck where Gottfried and Jenny Dohmann were living before he emigrated
to Texas. Anton Rinteln was born in Borgentreich in 1821 and died in Frelsburg in 1898. He is buried in
the Sts. Peter & Paul Catholic Cemetery in Frelsburg.
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Anton Rinteln’s story is rather interesting. His parents were Franz Rinteln from Warburg and Helena
Richter from Borgentreich. His maternal grandmother was Maria Agnes Krollpfeiffer from Borgholz,
which was also Gottfried Dohmann’s home town. Anton’s Borgholz ancestors include some of the oldest
known families in the town who lived there as early as 1650 when the church records start including the
Gelhaus, Rdseling, Spangenberg, Spellerberg, and Weschen families. While there is no know relationshig
between these families and the ancestral families of Gottfried Dohmann at the same time, there were
undoubtedly long-standing acquaintances between the various ancestral Dohmann and Rinteln families
given the small size of the town.

Anton Rinteln was the first child of Franz Rinteln and Helena Richter and was born just over a year after
his parents were married. Two years later, Anton’s sister Wilhelmine Rinteln was born. However, his
mother died at the age of 22, only 4 months after Wilhelmina’s birth, when Anton was just 2-1/2 years old
leaving her husband with two small children. About 6 months later, just 10 days before her first birthday,
Wilhelmina also died.

Anton’s father remarried to Anna Catharina Heidenreich shortly after Wilhelmina’s death in 1825 but just
9 months later, he too died at the young age of 28, when Anton was barely 4 years old. Anton’s step-
mother then remarried to Franz Drewes in 1827 when Anton was 5 years old. Tragedy struck again abou
1 year later when the first child of Franz Drewes and Anna Catharina Heidenreich was stillborn and Anna
Catharine also died. Franz Drewes then remarried to Gertrud Forster in late 1828 or early 1829 when
Anton was 7. By now Anton was living with his step-father and step-step-mother, who would have 4 chil-
dren of their own. However, neither of his step-parents who raised him were an actual relative and excepit
for the fact that he was undoubtedly “adopted” in a literal, if not formally legal sense, he was not actually
related to his “brothers and sisters”.

In spite of a very difficult early life and the fact that he never had the opportunity to know his real parents,
Anton seems to have been a very intelligent and industrious person. He emigrated to Texas about 1850
when he was 29 and settled in the Frelsburg, Texas area where he soon became the manager or supervi
of a farm. On 7 Apr 1862, at the age of 40, Anton enrolled in the Confederate Army. After the war, Anton
continued to live in the Frelsburg area for the rest of his life and on 17 Jan 1867, at the age of 45, he mar
ried Gertrud Moser, the widow of Michael Mosemeyer in Sts. Peter & Paul Catholic Church in Frelsburg.
Interestingly, Gottfried Dohmann, Anton’s close friend, was not a witness at the wedding - perhaps the
fact that Gottfried and all the rest of his family had switched from the Catholic to Lutheran religion

shortly before that time was a factor, particularly if the family stories about the circumstances for this
change (excommunication of Gottfried’s son, August) are true.

{4} The name of Gottfried Dohmann’s wife is recorded in several different ways in various records. It seems
that her full name was Anna Maria Francisca Reiffert but she was apparently known as Jenny. It is not
known whether this was a nickname that she had all her life or if it was a pet name given her by her hus-
band, Gottfried Dohmann. The various ways that her name is recorded are:

» Anna Maria Francisca Reifert in her baptism record of 1819 in the church records from Sts. Peter &
Paul Catholic Church in Driburg, Germany
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< Anna Francisca Reifert in her marriage record of 1839 in the church records from Sts. Peter & Paul
Catholic Church in Driburg, Germany

« Jenny Reifert in the baptism records of her 4 children who were baptized at St. Dionysius Kirche in
Sandebeck, Germany in 1940, 1841, 1843, and 1845 (In German, Jenny would be pronounced
“Yenny”). She is also referenced as Jenny Reifert in two other baptisms at St. Dionysius Kirche in 1842
when she was a godmother for the child being baptized.

« Anna Dohmann in a baptism record recorded in the St. Dionysius churchbook in 1848. Records after
1846 were written by a different person than those from 1840-1846 which probably accounts for the
difference in the way her name was recorded in this churchbook. In this particular record of 1848, it
appears that the pastor started to write her name as “Jenny” but then overwrote the “Je” with an “A” and
finished the name as “Anna”.

« Anna Maria Domann in the church records of Sts. Peter & Paul Catholic Church in Frelsburg, TX, when
she was the sponsor of her niece, Mariam Jacobum Ferdinandum Ficke, daughter of Anton Ficke and
Theresia Reiffert on 10 May 1851

< Anne Marie Dohmann in the church records of Sts. Peter & Paul Catholic Church in Frelsburg, TX,
when she was the sponsor of Mary Catherine Ruther, daughter of Anton Ruther and Marie Elizabeth
Koening on 4 Mar 1855 and again when she was the sponsor for Henry Anton Fattmann, son of Henry
Fattmann and Angela Hindahl on 8 Sep 1857

 Jenny Reiferd in the church records of Sts. Peter & Paul Catholic Church in Frelsburg, TX, in the
baptism record of her first child born in America (William Anton) on 6 Dec 1856

« Joanna Reifert in the church records of Sts. Peter & Paul Catholic Church in Frelsburg, TX, in the
marriage record of her daughter, Louisa Anna on 2 Aug 1861

« Henne Dohmann in the transcripts of church records of St. John Lutheran Church in New Ulm, TX,
when she was a sponsor of Louis August Wilhelm Muecke, son of Heinrich Theodore Mucke and Anna
Elsie Freidricke Whelming Whemann on 3 Jul 1870. (This appears to be a transcriber error as the name
appears to be “Jenne” in the original St. John records.)

» Jane Dohmann in the census records of 1860

« Jenny Dohmann in the census records of 1870 and 1880

* Genny Reiffert on her gravestone at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Ander, TX

{5} “Bad”is the German word for “bath” or “spa.” The practice of designated some towns in Germany with
the “Bad” name (like Bad Driburg) is a rather recent 20th Century development. In order for a town to
qualify for the “Bad” designation, it must feature a public Spa, typically at a natural hot spring. These
towns are typically noted for their health resorts and are popular vacation or holiday get-aways.

{6} There has been some discrepancy about the date of birth of Werner’s brother, August. Some family records

and his tombstone show his date of birth as 1 Mar 1841. However, it is quite evident from the church
records of St. Dionysius in Sandebeck, Germany, that his actual date of birth was 1 Mar 1840.
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{7} The exact date of Gottfried Dohmann’s arrival in Texas is unknown but it appears that he must have
arrived sometime between November 1844 and December 1845, possibly in early 1845. The 1867 Austin
County voter registration records indicate that Gottfried had lived in Texas for 23 years and was natural-
ized by annexation in 1845. Thus it would seem that he arrived in late 1844 or sometime in 1845 and cer:
tainly was in Texas by the end of 1845 when Texas became a state. Since his last child born in Germany
(Werner) was born in June 1845, it seems that the earliest that he could possibly have left Germany was
about September 1844 and if we assume that the boat trip took about two months, the earliest he could
have possibly arrived in Texas is about November 1844. The 1900 census records indicate that he was
born in Germany and emigrated to Texas in 1844.

It appears that Gottfried Dohmann came to Texas about the time that his younger brother Francis came t
New York; however, it is uncertain if they traveled together to New York. The passenger list of the Brig
Tricolon which arrived at the port of New York from Bremen on 5 Sep 1845 lists among its passengers
Franz Dohrman, a baker, age 27 from Germany. Even though the name is spelled with an “r” this appear:
to be the Francis Dohmann who was the younger brother of Gottfried since the age and occupation match
Also from census records of 1850 and later, it is apparent that he was in New York at least by 1847.

Family lore states that Gottfried and Francis traveled together to the US. Since evidence relating to Got-
tfried suggests that he arrived in Texas before the end of 1845, perhaps they did travel to America togethe
in 1845 even though Gottfried is not included in the passenger list of the Brig Tricolon. It is interesting to
note, however, that the travelling companion of Francis on the Brig Tricolon was Anton Rinteln who was
a very good friend of Gottfried Dohmann. The curious aspect about this is that other evidence suggests
that Anton Rinteln was still in Sandebeck at this time. Perhaps Gottfried Dohmann was actually travelling
under Anton Rinteln’s name and with his papers; however, there is no known definitive evidence to prove
or disprove this possibility.

It was not at all unusual for German citizens to emigrate “secretly” during the mid-to-late 1800’s. One of
the main reasons for this was to avoid military service in the Prussian army. The Westphalia region
became part of Prussia as a result of the Congress of Vienna in 1815. Naturally, the ordinary citizens did
not have any say in this matter and a great number of German citizens in Westphalia were not at all sup-
portive of the Prussian government, particularly since it was quite rigid and oppressive.

Given this historical background, it is easy to imagine that Gottfried Dohmann was one of the many
“Prussian” citizens who emigrated secretly.

{8} The exact date of Werner Dohmann’s arrival in Texas is not known but it appears that he arrived in Texas
with his mother, older brother, sister, and several other family members and friends about 1851. All avail-
able evidence seems to indicate that Gottfried Dohmann left Germany about 1845, leaving his family
behind and that they joined him in Texas about 5 or 6 years later:

* There is no doubt that Gottfried was in Texas by 1848 based upon tax records and the fact that he was
the godfather for a daughter of Otto Henkhaus in Frelsburg, Tx in Jun 1848 as well other evidence, as
discussed in an earlier note.
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« No children were born to Gottfried and Jenny between Jun 1845 and Oct 1851 during a time when it
was rare for there to be more than a 3-year gap between children. This indicates a probable lengthy
separation but also indicates that Jenny must have arrived in Texas by the end of 1850 or early 1851.

» The 1867 Austin County voter registration record for Werner’s brother, August, indicates that he had
lived in Texas for 16 years at the time which implies that he arrived in Texas about 1850 or 1851.

« Several residents of Sandebeck and the surrounding area seem to have arrived in the New Ulm area
about the same time. In addition to Jenny Dohmann and her 3 children who were born in Germany,
these included: Heinrich (Henry) Fatmann and his wife (an uncle of Jenny Dohmann who was only a

few years older than Jenny), Theresia Reiffert (a sister of Jenny’s) and her husband Anton Ficke, and
Anton Rinteln.

« There is evidence that Gottfried’s wife was still in Germany in 1848 while Gottfried was definitely in
Texas. A baptism record in the St. Dionysius church records indicates that Anna Dohmann was the
godmother. Since there were no other Dohmann families in Sandebeck at the time, it seems most likely
that this was Gottfried’s wife, Jenny Reiffert. It also appears that the pastor started to write her name as
“Jenny” but changed his mind and wrote her real name because it seems that the letters “Je” are
overwritten with an “A”.

{9} Gottfried Dohmann rendered his property for taxation purposes in Colorado County in 1848, 1849, 1851,
1855, and 1857. The tax records from those years indicate that he did not own any land of his own. The
only property of any tangible value that he reported for those years was 1 horse worth $20.00 which was
reported in 1848 and 1849. No horse or any other property was reported in 1851, 1855, and 1857. The
total of State, County, and Poll taxes paid by Gottfried Dohmann in those 5 years was $2.29 in 1848,
$2.56 in 1849, and $1.25 in each of the years of 1851, 1855, and 1857. The first time that Gottfried
reported owning any land was in the 1867 tax records of Austin County which show that he owned 2 acres
of land worth $200. He also reported owning a horse in 1867 that was worth $15.00 and paid a total of
$2.14 in taxes.

{10} There is some discrepancy regarding the actual dates of Werner’s and August’s enlistment in the Confed-
erate army. Records from Colorado County list August’s date of enlistment as 27 Apr 1862 and Werner’'s
as 20 May 1862. However, their Muster Records show their date of enlistment as 1 May 1862 in some
records but 17 May 1862 in others. There are other inconsistencies in their Muster Records regarding
where and by whom they enlisted so it seems most likely that Colorado County records are the most accu-
rate regarding their dates of enlistment.

{11} According to the Muster Rolls, Capt. Horace Haldeman'’s Light Artillery Company was accepted into the
service of the Confederate States on 1 Jul 1861. It was known at various times as Capt. Mechling’s and as
Capt. Haldeman’s Company Texas Light Artillery, but was officially designated as 4th Texas Field Battery
and assigned to the 4th Battalion Field Artillery by S. O. No. 290, Hdgrs. Trans-Miss. Dept., dated 19 Nov
1864.
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{12} Horace Haldeman, soldier, rancher, and early insect collector in Texas, the son of Henry and Frances

(Stedman) Haldeman, was born on August 14, 1820, near Marietta, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. Se
eral members of his family, of Swiss descent, served in important positions during revolutionary and colo-

nial times. In his early life he was a surveyor on the Pennsylvania Central Railroad, a farmer, and part
owner of a steel furnace in Pennsylvania.

He enlisted in the United States Army on February 16, 1847, and served in Mexico with the Eleventh
Infantry during the Mexican War. During the war he collected insects at Jalapa and Tampico for his
brother. He returned from Mexico in 1848 and after a few months in Pennsylvania joined the Eighth

United States Infantry in Port Lavaca, Texas, on December 27, 1848. In Texas he served at several frontie
outposts, including Port Lavaca, Fort McKavett, San Antonio, and Fort Gates. Haldeman collected insects
at several of these localities, especially at Fort Gates, where he was acting assistant quartermaster and pc

adjutant from 1848 to 1850 and commanding officer in early 1852. He left Texas in 1854 and served at
Fort Columbus, New York, until he resigned from the army on February 1, 1856.

He returned to a ranch on EIm Creek, Bell County, Texas, and engaged in livestock and horse ranching.
He served in the Confederate Army during the Civil War and later moved to Belton and then to Calvert,

where he ran a livery stable until his death. Haldeman was one of the first persons to concentrate on col-

lecting insects in Texas. He sent his specimens, mostly beetles, to his entomologist brother, Samuel S.
Haldeman, and a noted coleopterist, John L. LeConte, for description. The weevil Lixellus haldemani

Burke and at least two other beetles were named in recognition of Haldeman's collecting in Texas. Halde
man married Annie B. Haynes (or Haines) at Marietta, Pennsylvania, on February 8, 1842. They had five
children. Haldeman became a Catholic during the Mexican War. He died on September 11, 1883, and wa:

buried at Calvert.

{13} An artillery company, like Haldeman'’s 4th Texas Field Battery, was a relatively small unit, consisting of 4

mounted artillery guns and the necessary complement of men, horses, and wagons to carry supplies and

move and operate the guns. General E. Kirby Smith, commander of the Confederate Trans-Mississippi

Department issued Special Order No. 290 on 19 Nov 1864 to organize the artillery in his department into

seven field battalions, one reserve battalion, and a siege train. Each battalion consisted of four or more
Field Battery units. The 4th Texas Field Battalion was assigned to the Fourth Battalion under the com-
mand of Maj. Charles Winder Squires. Other units assigned to the Fourth Battalion were the 1st Texas
Field Battery, 9th Texas Field Battery, and 16th Texas Field Battery.

This organization structure of SO 290 was apparently intended primarily for record-keeping and troop-
tracking because the component batteries of a battalion rarely, if ever, operated together. Individual bat-
tery units were usually assigned to an infantry or calvary brigade to provide fire support in their cam-
paigns. As a result, there is little published literature relating to the activities of any one individual field
battery during the war. Even though this particular special order was issued near the end of the war, it
seems likely that the general mode of operation for an individual field battery unit was probably not
changed by this order.
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Most of the books and articles about Civil War action focus on major battles, campaigns, or specific infan-
try or calvary brigades. To learn about the movements, battles, and experiences of a particular field battery
unit, one must usually determine which infantry or calvary brigade it was assigned to and examine the
available literature for that brigade at the time the field battery was assigned.

{14} Ross E. Burke Sr. was 64 years old in 1937 when he wrote and signed an Affidavit of Witness on behalf of
Anna Dohmann so she could apply for a Confederate Widow’s Pension. Ross Burke had previously served
as County Attorney of Goliad County and was a credible witnhess for Anna’s application. He also stated
that his father, James E. Burke, had served in the Mexican War in addition to the Civil War and also had
served Goliad County in an official capacity for many years. He further stated that he knew Werner F.
Dohmann personally during his life and recalled Werner and his father discussing their Confederate sol-
dier experiences on a number of occasions.

{15} In early April of 1864, Maj. Gen. Nathaniel P. Bank's Red River Expedition had advanced about 150 miles
up Red River. Maj. Gen. Richard Taylor, without any instructions from his commander, Gen. E. Kirby
Smith, decided that it was time to try and stem this Union drive. He established a defensive position just
below Mansfield, near Sabine Cross-Roads, an important communications center. On April 8, Banks's
men approached, driving Confederate cavalry before them. For the rest of the morning, the Federals
probed the Rebel lines. In late afternoon, Taylor, though outnumbered, decided to attack. His men made a
determined assault on both flanks, rolling up one and then another of Banks's divisions. Finally, about
three miles from the original contact, a third Union division met Taylor's attack at 6:00 pm and halted it
after more than an hour's fighting. That night, Taylor unsuccessfully attempted to turn Banks's right flank.
Banks withdrew but met Taylor again on the 9th at Pleasant Hill. Mansfield was the decisive battle of the
Red River Campaign, influencing Banks to retreat back toward Alexandria.

The result of the Mansfield battle was a major victory for the South. There were an estimated 4,400 total
casualties from this battle (2,900 US and 1,500 CS).

{16} Emma Marie’s baptism record is recorded in the churchbook of Sts. Peter & Paul Catholic Church, Frels-
burg, TX. No further mention of Emma Marie can be found after that time, and she is not listed with the
family in either the 1860 or 1870 census records. Therefore it seems reasonable to assume that she must
have died at a young age before the age of 5. Unfortunately, the death records and cemetery records of Sts.
Peter & Paul Catholic Church do not start until 1875 so there is no known record of her death and burial.

It is likely that she was buried in Sts. Peter & Paul Catholic Cemetery but in the early days of the ceme-
tery, wooden markers were used which rotted away over time leaving no indication of who was buried
where in the old part of the cemetery.

{17} It is not certain when Gottfried purchased his property in New Ulm and moved there from Frelsburg. The
last tax record for him in Colorado County was in 1657 but since Frelsburg was listed as Werner's home
when he enlisted in the Confederate army, it seems certain that the family moved to New Ulm sometime
after 1861 and probably after the Civil War. The first indication that the family was living in New Ulm is
the Austin County tax record of 1867 which shows that Gottfried was living in New Ulm and owned 2
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acres of land. Therefore it seems likely that he probably purchased this land in 1866 or 1867. County land
records in Austin County might have this information.

{18} The circumstances prompting the Gottfried Dohmann family to change religions from Catholic to Luthe-
ran are not completely understood but it appears that a significant event must have occurred about 1865-
1867, after the end of the Civil War. Both Gottfried Dohmann and Jenny Reiffert had a long Catholic her-
itage in their families, both were baptized and raised as Catholics and they were married in the Catholic
church in Driburg, Germany where Jenny was baptized. All their children were baptized in the Catholic
Church and, from their arrival in Texas until 1867, Gottfried and Jenny attended Sts. Peter & Paul Catho-
lic Church in Frelsburg, Texas.

» Werner's older brother August married Louise Kuenstler in the Lutheran Church in New Ulm on 13 Dec
1866. All 3 of their children born in 1864, 1868, and 1870 were baptized in the Lutheran Church.
Gladys Preiss Arnold reports that August was excommunicated from the Catholic Church because he
was a Faith Healer. | have not been able to confirm this but if it is true, this may have occurred shortly
after August returned from the Civil War in 1865.

* Werner's older sister, Louisa Anna, married Heinrich Buescher (a non-Catholic) in Sts. Peter & Paul
Catholic Church in Frelsburg in 1861 but their children were later all baptized in the Lutheran church in
New Ulm.

* Werner married Anna Maria Dorbritz in the Lutheran Church in New Ulm in 1871 and all of their
children were baptized in the Lutheran Church in Ander or Weesatche after they moved to Goliad
County about 1872.

« Gottfried and Jenny moved to New Ulm about 1867. All evidence indicates that they attended the
Lutheran Church there even though New Ulm is only about 4 miles from Frelsburg where they had
attended the Catholic Church for the past 20+ years. After moving to Goliad County in 1872, all
evidence suggests that they continued to attend the Lutheran Church, culminated in their burial in the St
Peter Lutheran Cemetery in Ander, Texas.

Did Gottfried and Jenny switch from Catholic to Lutheran just because 3 of their children married Luthe-

ran spouses, or was there some more significant event such as the possible excommunication of their sor

Might this event have also prompted their move from Frelsburg to New UIm? So far | have not been able

to find conclusive evidence of their motivations but it is interesting to note such a significant change in

religious practice.

{19} Longevity into the 80’s and 90’s is not at all unusual in the Dohmann heritage. At least 3 of Werner F.
Dohmann’s ancestors lived past the age of 90: Gottfried Dohmann, his father, lived to age 91; and earlier
ancestors Henrich Doman Jr. (1610 - c1700) lived to age 90 while Thies Doman (c1574 - ¢1672) lived to
at least age 95, and possibly to age 98. This is especially significant for the time periods when these peo
ple lived. A number of people lived into their 70’s during these periods but very few into their 80’s and
even fewer into their 90's.
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Werner Dohmann, himself, lived to age 70 but three of his children lived into their 80’s and at least 19 of
his grandchildren lived into their 80’s with at least 6 of these grandchildren living well into their 90's.
Since 12 of these Octogenarian and Nonagenarian grandchildren were still living at the time of the writing
of this book, as well as several others who were in their 70’s at this time, it seems very likely that several
of Werner’s grandchildren may reach age 100 or more.

{20} Gottfried’s wife, Jenny, died in 1885 and was buried in the “Dohmann Plot” in St. Peter’s Cemetery in
Ander. Anton Edward’s wife, Emma, died in 1887 and was also buried in the Dohmann Plot in St. Peter’s
Cemetery. This may have influenced Gottfried and Anton to retain their membership with St. Peter’s until
their deaths in 1906 and 1931 respectively. Both Gottfried and Anton are also buried in the same Dohm-
ann Plot as their wives.

{21} The community of Cameron, near Cuero, was the first county seat of DeWitt County in 1846. The town of
Clinton was founded on the opposite side of the Guadalupe River in 1847-1848 and was made the county
seat in 1849. The vote was contested and for a short time the county seat was moved back across the river
to Cameron until 1850 when a new election made Clinton the county seat once again. Clinton remained
the county seat of DeWitt County until Cuero was founded in 1873 and the county seat was permanently
moved to Cuero in 1877.

Today, little remains of the Clinton community just on the southern outskirts of Cuero, but because of its
early prominence as the county seat of DeWitt County for over 25 years, many distances in DeWitt
County are still measured by their location relative to the Clinton community. Thus Middletown (Wee-
satche today) was about half-way between Clinton and Goliad. Likewise the various Coleto Creeks in
DeWitt and Goliad Counties (Five Mile, Seven Mile, Twelve Mile, Fifteen Mile, and Eighteen Mile are all
named for their distance from Clinton.

{22} Werner Dohmann’s military file only contains 7 Muster Records from the time that he was in the service
of the Confederate army. There should be at least 10 more for his time of service but it is not unusual for
such files to be incomplete. It is interesting to note that the Muster Record of May & June 1862 for both
Werner and his brother, August, contains the notation: “Deserted from Camp Lubbock May 22, 1862".
There is no further explanation of this note so the circumstances for their absence during roll call are
unknown; however, it seems very doubtful that they actually “deserted”. It is more likely that they were
just late in reporting to camp or may have been out foraging for food and did not arrive in time for roll
call.
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Chapter 2 Notes

{23} A Kreis is a local administrative district similar to a county in the US. Kreis regions are typically named
for the town where the central administration of the Kreis is located. Therefore Kreis Hoxter is the name
for the administrative district, or county, and the city of Hoxter is where the central administration is
located. When Gottfried Dohmann lived in Germany, his home town of Borgholz was located in Kreis
Warburg. Since WWII, the Kreis boundaries have been redrawn and Borgholz is now in Kreis Hoxter.

Kreis districts are further subdivided into Stédte (city) regions as shown in the map of Kreis Hoxter. In
earlier times, it was common for even very small towns and villages to have their own Rathaus (city hall),
Burgermeister (mayor), and town administration. In modern times, most small villages have joined with a
larger neighboring town to create a “Stadt” administration as a sort of “mini-county”. Gottfried Dohm-
ann’s home town of Borgholz has joined with 6 other small villages to become part of Stadt Borgentreich.
Similar to Kreis naming conventions, collective Stadt administrations are named for the city or town
where the Rathaus and central administration is located. From an administrative view, only the larger
Stadt (i.e. Borgentreich) is recognized for postal, phone, and geographic purposes with the smaller towns
being viewed somewhat as “suburbs” of the larger town. However, each of the smaller towns usually
elects their own representative to the central city administration and the position of Birgermeister is usu-
ally rotated to the representative from the smaller towns.

{24} Nordrhein-Westfalen (North Rheine-Westphalia or NRW) is one of the present Lander (states) in Ger-
many. NRW was formed after WWII (Aug 1946) in the British military occupation zone. It was a combi-
nation of the northern part of the former Prussian provinces of Rheinland and Westfalen (as established ir
the early 19th century). Some months later the former principality of Lippe(-Detmold) was added. The
southern part of Rheinland was in the French occupation zone and became part of the newly formed Lanc
of Rheinland-Pfalz. Hence the NRW coat of arms has three parts, with the river Rheine in the left part, the
Saxonian horse in the right part and the rose of Lippe in the lower part of the shield.

{25} A document from 1551 states that Thies Doman owned a Meierhof which was later inherited by his son
Herbold. A Meierhof was owned by a Meier (early spelling of Meyer) and is a large farm operation. In
early times, most farmers did not live on the land they tended. Instead they lived in large homes that were
typically a combination of living quarters and barns, and usually located within the city walls. The barn
portion of their home contained stalls for a few animals, feed storage, and tool storage space. Living quar
ters were usually in upper floors above the barn. A Meierhof, however, was located on the farm land and
consisted of multiple buildings. The Meier would often have a large single-purpose home and separate
barns, silos, and other buildings. The barns might contain living quarters for servants. A Meier often pro-
vided “crop brokering” services for smaller farmers. They would bring their crops to the Meierhof for
storage, processing, and consolidation with other local farmers for trading with other communities.
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{26} In the feudal system practiced by the Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation, one of the higher classes
of ordinary citizens were the “Vassals”. Most property was either owned by the church or noble families
and a Vassal was a type of tenant farmer or share cropper who lived or worked on a tract of land and was
allowed to keep some of the fruits of his labor. First Vassals were at the top of this vassal structure - they
often were granted the usage rights to very large tracts of land and this “right” was inheritable. Tenure
Letters (Lehnsbriefe) documenting this inheritance were usually renewed whenever the existing head of
the family passed away to establish the new succession level of the family and their continued right to the
“Lehen”. The Lehen was not given to an individual but to the entire clan, or at least to all members of the
family who wished to continue to live in the area and benefit from these rights. The Lehen would only
expire if there was no male heir in the clan. First Vassals often did not have to give a portion of their har-
vest to the landowner, instead they might pledge to provide other services to the landowner. This practice
seemed to apply to the Dohmann family because we see instances where they served as Vogts, Meiers, and
other roles. First Vassals also usually had the right to sublet portions of their land to other Vassals if the
land was more than they could tend themselves. The Dohmann family served the Prince Bishop ruler of
Stift Corvey (the Abbey near Hoxter which owned most of the land of present Kreis Hoxter) from at least
1485 to the early 1800's as First Vassals.

To give an idea of the contents of these Lehnsbriefe, the Lehensbrief of 1672 is printed below in its origi-
nal German text and in English:

* WIR CHRISTOFF BERNHARDT VON GOTTES GNADEN Bischoff zu Minster, Administrator zu
Corbey Burggraff zum Stromberg des heiligen Rom. Reichs First und Herr zu Borkslohe Tun kundt und
bekennen offenbahr fiir uns unsere nachkommen und Stifft, das wir belehnet haben mit handt undt
mund So woéhntlich ist und in macht dieses briefes belehnen zu einen rechten Erbmannlehnen unserem
lieben getreuen Henrichen Doman(3 als Jetziger zeit den Eltisten des Geschlechts zu mitbehuef Hansen
Domans und dessen S6hnen Tielke undt Johann Henrich, item Henric Domanf3 juniorn und dessen
Soéhnen Hans Henrich, Jost und lileffs. Item Hans Henrich Domanf3, Iltem Henrich DomanR Sehl Thiel3
Doman(3 Sohns, Item Cordten Domans und dann Johann Domanf3. S. Henrichs Sohnf3, dessen Vatter
Thie3 Doman gewesen, und allen deren Manlicher leibs Lehensfahiger Erben....

« |, Christoff Bernhardt of God's mercy, Bishop of Minster, administrator of Coberg, Earl of Stromberg in
the Holy Roman Empire, Prince of Borkslohe declare and publicly announce for our descendants and
cathedral chapter, that | have, verbally and in writing, given a fief which is legal and binding through the
authority of this tenure-letter. This fief, which is hereditary, is granted to our dear and faithful Heinrich
Doman who is now the oldest of the clan and includes Hans Doman and his sons Tielke and Johann
Heinrich and furthermore Heinrich Doman junior and his sons Hans Heinrich, Jost, and Lulefffs.
Furthermore Hans Heinrich Doman, furthermore Heinrich Doman, Thies Doman's sons, furthermore
Cordt Doman, and then Johann Doman, Heinrich's son, whose father was Thies Doman, and all male
fief-able heirs.
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{27} A Vogt was an important official in the administration of a region. Under the feudal system practiced dur-

ing the time of the Holy Roman Empire, a Vogt served as a Civil Judge in the legal and judicial affairs of
the local community. He was also responsible for managing all of the land of the Grundherr (landowner)
which might be the church or one of the noble families. The Vogt would supervise all of the vassals and
collect the Grundherr’s share of the harvest from each of the vassals.

{28} When the feudal system of the Holy Roman Empire was abolished under Napoleonic rule in the early

1800's, the judicial system and laws regarding land ownership and operation changed. The vassal syster
was abolished and small farmers no longer worked as tenant farmers and share croppers dependent on t
benevolence of the Grundherr. Instead they were allowed to own or lease their farmhouse and to lease th
farmland which they operated. The farmland was still owned by the Grundherr during this time but the
farmer had a legal contract which allowed him broader rights of occupation and operation under the terms
of a lease agreement. He also paid monetary rents to the Grundherr rather than giving up a portion of his
harvest. Under this new system, the role of a Vogt was replaced by that of a Rentmeister. His stature in the
community was similar to that of a Vogt but he did not perform any judicial functions since a separate
judicial system had been established. The Rentmeister was still the primary agent for the Grundherr and
was responsible for collecting the rents or lease payments from the individual farmers and representing
the Grundherr in civil matters. Even this system eventually gave way over time as German laws gradually
changed to permit private land ownership. However, during the mid-1850’s it is obvious that Dionysius
Dohmann was the family member who carried on the long tradition of Richter-Meier-Vogt-Rentmeister.

{29} Borgholz is a relatively small town in Germany with a population of 600-800 in the years of 1600-1850.

During this 250-year period, a total of approximately 5,000 people were born in the town. During my
research for this book and other projects | have determined the birth and death dates of approximately
3,000 of these people. It is interesting to note that in this 250-year period, only 4 people from this group of
3,000 have been positively identified as living past age 90.

The 4 definite nonagenarians from Borgholz were: Johann Gottfried Dohmann (* 12.0kt 1815 + 18.Nov
1906), age 91; Elisabetha, mother of Walburgis, the wife of Johan von Haren (* c1560 + 18.Dez 1655),
age 95; Ishmahel Schemlingen (* c1616 + 4.Apr 1712), age 96; and Joannes Gotten (* c1609 + 20.Sep
1707), age 98.

{30} A “Removed” relationship indicates that the two people are not in the same generation-step. Children of a

common ancestor are siblings (brothers and sisters). Their children are 1st Cousins of the other sibling’s
children, their grandchildren are 2nd Cousins of the other siblings grandchildren, etc. The relationship
between a person in the “1st Cousin” generation and one in the “2nd Cousin” generation is expressed as
1C1R (First Cousins Once Removed) where the first number indicates the distance (in cousin levels) from
the common ancestor to the closest descendant and the second number specifies the additional generatic
to the farthest descendant in the relationship. Thus a 2C3R relationship would indicate that one person is
great-grandchild of a common ancestor and the other is a great-great-great-great-grandchild (3 additiona
generation-steps).
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The concept of “Removed” relationships is typically a way of describing relationships that is used in the
US. Itis not typically used in Germany which instead uses a concept of “Grades of Relationship”. In this
concept, siblings are “First Grade Relatives”, First Cousins are “Second Grade Relatives”, Second Cous-
ins are “Third Grade Relatives” etc. A 1C1R relationship would be referred to as simply a “mixed Second
and Third Grade Relationship” in Germany.

{31} The known aristocratic ancestry of Gottfried Dohmann consists mainly of “lesser noble” families such as
Ritters (knights) and Grafs (counts). As such, many of these families were large land holders or held posi-
tions of prominence in local town administrations where many of them served as Blrgermeister, Ritter, or
other important positions. It is because of this status that old documents and records exist which make it
possible to trace this lineage back to the 1100's and 1200'’s in many cases.

The “von” designation before many of these names merely means “from” and in medieval times before
surnames became a standard practice, it was often used to distinguish someone by his town of origin. This
became particularly common for Ritters or knights who often travelled throughout the country as merce-
naries or served somewhere other than their home town or region. Over time, the use of the term “von”
became a symbol of prestige used primarily by knights and nobles to indicate their place of origin and
social status. Most usage of the term “von” began to disappear about the time the Holy Roman Empire
was abolished by Napoleon in the early 1800’s and when standardized surname usage was established;
however, a few German families have continued to retain this notation as part of their surname even in
modern times. In the Netherlands, “von” or from is actually spelled “van” and it is still quite common to
see names with “van” or “van der” being used in the Netherlands, sometimes even combined into a single
name such as “Vanderwahl”.

Most of the aristocratic lineage presented in this book is taken from other publications which include fam-
ily trees for many of these families. This research has not been independently verified by the author and is
presented here at its face value.

{32} Essentially all of the Reiffert family history presented in this book is the result of the author’s independent
research, primarily in the various churchbooks referenced in the Bibliography. Unfortunately, one of the
key churches in this research is St. Johannes Catholic Church in Borgentreich and all of the old church
records prior to 1780 were destroyed in a large fire about that time. As a result, it is difficult to trace some
of the Reiffert heritage lines back any further than 1780.

{33} The Dorbritz family history presented in this book was obtained from R. Francis Carroll's book, “The
Heritage of Our Children”. Mr. Carroll's wife was the great-granddaughter of Ferdinand W. Dorbritz.
According to Mr. Carroll, Ferdinand W. Dorbritz wrote, in German, his knowledge of his ancestry before
he died in 1889. The original copy of Ferdinand W. Dorbritz’ recollections apparently were passed to his
grandson, Wilhelm Carl Dorbritz, who lived in Brenham, Texas until his death. Mr. Carroll had obtained a
copy of Ferdinand W. Dorbritz's recollections and an English translation made by Wilhelm Carl Dorbritz.
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{34} Wittenberg, where Martin Luther nailed his 95 Theses to the door of the Castle Church, is located in the
present Land (State) of Sachsen-Anhalt. Wittenberg is about 23 miles east of Dessau. Coswig, a fairly
large town is located between Dessau and Wittenberg (about 14 miles from Dessau and 9 miles from Wit
tenberg). Several of the towns that are mentioned in the Dorbritz family history are located just a few
miles from Dessau, Coswig, and Wittenberg.

Zerbst is located about 15 miles north of Dessau and 19 miles northwest of Coswig. Aken is located abou
10 miles west of Dessau. Senst is located about 10 miles northeast of Coswig and about 9 miles north of
Wittenberg. Worpen is located on the road from Coswig to Senst, about half-way between these two
towns.

{35} The town where Ferdinand W. Dorbritz was born is sometimes written as Wérpsen but according to Ger-
man maps, the correct spelling is “Wdrpen.”

{36} Since Gottlieb Zahn was 48 and Maria was 38 in 1849, it seems likely that Gottlieb may have been previ-
ously married and perhaps married Maria as a widower. It was rather unusual for a man to be 10 years
older than his first wife but this large age difference was not uncommon when a widower remarried. It is
also interesting that Maria and Wilhelmine were very close in age but there was a 10-year gap between
Wilhelmine and Emilie. This large gap also suggests that Gottlieb’s first wife may have died sometime
after Wilhelmine was born.

{37} The ship manifest of the Hamburg shows that the country of origin for the Zahn family was Prussia; how-
ever, the census records for 1900 indicate that Emilie was from Saxony. For many years, these were the
only known clues regarding the area of origin for the Zahn family.

During a recent review of the baptism records from St. John Lutheran Church in New Ulm, | discovered a
notation in the 1862 baptism record of Antonie Emilie Dorbritz which indicates that Marie Zahn was from
Ober Farnstadt bei Querfurt in Prussia. Hopefully further research in this region may provide more infor-
mation about the origin of the Zahn family in Germany; however, since this is in former East Germany,
the prospects of finding existing records from this region are uncertain.

According to modern German maps, the correct spelling of the town is “Farnstadt”. Today it is known
only as Farnstadt but perhaps in earlier times it may have been known as “Ober Farnstadt.” Farnstadt is
still a rather small town today with a population of about 1,400. It is located about 4 miles north of Quer-
furt which is the Kreis (county) seat for the local region. Querfurt and Farnstadt are located in the modern-
day Land (State) of Sachsen-Anhalt. Farnstadt is about 21 miles west of Halle which is the closest major
city. Farnstadt is also about 54 miles south of Dessau.

{38} Herman and Otto Hagy were brothers. They had another brother (Willie) and a sister (Minnie) who were
adopted by a Boldt family in Yorktown after their parents died. Herman and Otto’s last name was changed
to Franke after their adoption (as was their adopted sister, Eliza Becker) while Willie and Minnie’s last
names were changed to Boldt after their adoption.

215



Chapter 3 Notes

{39} Werner A. Dohmann was baptized in Ander (or Hanover as it was known at that time) but his baptism
record is actually recorded in the churchbook of St. John Ev. Lutheran Church in Meyersville. At the time
that Werner A. was baptized, the church in Ander was still not formally organized and was a mission
church serviced by the pastor from Meyersville. At that time, the mission church in Ander was known as
the Eighteen Mile Coleto Creek Church and services were held in the homes of church members. Shortly
after Werner A. Dohmann was baptized, the Ander church was formally organized and given the name of
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church.

{40} Werner A. Dohmann'’s sponsors as listed in his baptism record were Heinrich Boeschen, Antonin
Dohman, Louise Dorbritz, & Anna Boeschen. Heinrich Boeschen was apparently Heinrich Boesche, the
second husband of his grandmother Maria Zahn who had previously been married to Ferdinand Dorbritz.
Antonin Dohman was apparently Anton Edward Dohmann, a brother of Werner F. Dohmann. Louise Dor-
britz was apparently an aunt of Werner A. Dohmann who married Bill Albrecht on the same day that
Werner A. was baptized. It is uncertain who Anna Boesche(n) was - perhaps she was a sister of Heinrich
Boesche or perhaps she was actually Marie Zahn, Werner A.'s grandmother, and the pastor accidentally
wrote her name as Anna instead of Marie.

Chapter 4 Notes

{41} Otto Dohmann'’s sponsors as listed in his baptism record were Louis Franke, Louisa Dorbritz geb. Albre-
cht, Wilhelm Dohmann, and Ernestina Dohmann geb Zahn. Louis Franke was evidently the husband of
Otto’s great-aunt, Emilie Zahn. Louisa Dorbritz geb. Albrecht appears to be a recording error - she was
most likely Otto’s aunt, Louisa Dorbritz who was married to Bill Albrecht so her name should have been
recorded as Louisa Albrecht geb. Dorbritz. Wilhelm Dohmann was probably Otto’s uncle, William Anton
Dohmann. Ernestine Dohmann geb. Zahn appears to be another recording error - she was most likely
Ernestine Dohmann geb. Michling, the wife of Otto’s uncle, August Dohmann. Perhaps the pastor con-
fused her last name with that of Emilie Zahn, wife of Louis Franke, who was a sponsor for Otto’s brother
Ferdinand and sister Ottilie on the same day.
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Chapter 5 Notes

{42} Ferdinand’s sponsors as listed in his baptism record were August Dohmann, Emilia Franke geb. Zahn,
Wilhelm Albrecht, and Emma Dohmann geb Fromme. August Dohmann was apparently his uncle, the
older brother of Werner F. Dohmann. Emilia Franke geb. Zahn was apparently Ferdinand’s great-aunt,
Emilie Zahn who was married to Louis Franke. Wilhelm Albrecht was evidently the husband of Ferdi-
nand’s aunt, Louise Dorbritz. Emma Dohmann geb. Fromme was apparently the wife of Ferdinand’s
uncle, Anton Edward Dohmann.

Chapter 6 Notes

{43} Ottilie Dohmann’s sponsors as listed in her baptism record were Wilhelmina Albrecht, Emilia Franke geb.
Zahn, Alwina Schiewitz, and Heinrich Dorbritz. It is uncertain who Wilhelmina Albrecht might have
been. Perhaps she was a member of the Bill Albrecht family (Bill Albrecht was married to Ottilie’s aunt,
Louise Dorbritz). Emilia Franke geb. Zahn was apparently Ferdinand’s great-aunt, Emilie Zahn who was
married to Louis Franke. It is uncertain who Alwina Schiewitz might have been. Heinrich Dorbritz was
evidently an uncle of Ottilie and one of the children of Ferdinand Dorbritz and Marie Zahn.

Chapter 7 Notes

{44} Isabel Dohmann’s sponsors as listed in her baptism record were Marie Boeschen, Johanna Albrecht, &
Gottfried Dohmann. Marie Boeschen was apparently Isabel’s grandmother, Marie Zahn who had formerly
been married to Ferdinand Dorbritz but they had divorced and she remarried to Heinrich Boesche.
Johanna Albrecht was probably Johanna Wiegmann, the wife of Christoph Albrecht and mother of Bill
Albrecht. Bill Albrecht was married to Isabel’s aunt, Louise Dorbritz. Gottfried Dohmann was undoubt-
edly Isabel's grandfather.
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Chapter 8 Notes

{45} Aimeda Dohmann’s sponsors as listed in her baptism record were Emilie Dorbritz, Elsie Franke, & Paul
Mueller. Emilie Dorbritz was probably Mary Emilia Dorbritz, the daughter of Ferdinand W. Dorbritz and
Marie Zahn who was born in 1869. Elsie Franke was probably Eliza Franke, the adopted daughter of
Louis Franke and Emilie Zahn. Paul Mueller was probably the son of Fritz Mueller (Miller) and Wilhelm-
ine Zahn who was born about 1859. Therefore it seems that each of Almeda’s three sponsors was a child
of one of the three Zahn orphans.

Chapter 9 Notes

{46} The full name of Norma Dohmann and her baptism sponsors were not available at the time of this writing.
This information is probably recorded in the church books of St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church in Wee-
satche, TX but these records were not available to the author prior to the printing of this book. Norma'’s
daughters, Wernita & LaRose, indicated that they were not aware of any other name that their mother ever
used other than Norma.
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